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Introduction

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is the most recent reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 and was sgned into law in January
2002 by President George W. Bush. In the time since NLCB’ s Sgning, developmentsin
the implementation of the law have been both postive and negeative, and the overriding
reforms of NCLB have many implications for geography education. Of key interest is
the progress of the last two decades, which lead to the law’ s indusion of geography asa
“core academic subject” and the requirement that dl teachers be highly qudified by
2005-2006. Other core subjects have amore sgnificant rolein NCLB, but there are
some potentid funding and programmatic opportunities available to geography.

Recent History of Geography and Education Reform

Morethan 15 years of progress for geography education has preceded the enactment of
NCLB. In the 1980s, Geography Education Nationd Implementation Project (GENIP)
was established and the National Geographic Society began assembling anationd
network of geography aliances. A 1988 pall by the Gallup Organization reveaed that
the geographic literacy of Americanswas far below an acceptable level. Theadarming
results of the Galup Poll derted the geography community to the problemsit faced and
helped trigger the current movement in geography education. In 1989, President George
Bush and the state governors included geography as one of five “core subjects’ in the
Nationa Education Gods at a historic education summit.

Another sgnificant year for geography was 1994, when the U.S. Department of
Education awarded 5.2 million dollars to 14 states and the Didrict of Columbia for the
development of high academic standards. Six of those states adopted standards in
geography. The Goals 2000: Educate America Act was Sgned into law by President
Clinton; it adopted the National Education God's, induding the assurance that students
would “ demonstrate competency over chalenging subject matter” such as geography.
Since the publication of Geography for Life: National Geography Sandards 1994 by the
Nationa Geographic Society 36 (as of 2003) states have adopted curricular sandardsin
geography based on the nationd standards. The results of Nationd Assessment of
Educationa Progress Geography Assessmentsin 1994 and 2000 have brought areas of
strength and weakness in geography education to the attention of the geography
community.

Asof May 2003, al states except lowa and Rhode Idand have established geography
standards, although many reside under a socid studies umbrella. In 1989, not one state
had standards for geography and only 13 States tested geography in their sate exams; that
number had risen to 27 by 2002. And for the firg time, more than 3,000 Advanced
Placement (AP) Human Geography tests were administered in 40 states, in 2001.

The 2000 NAEP Geography Assessment shows that the achievements of the last two
decades are resonating in the classroom, aswell. But problem areas il exist, especidly
with regard to the achievement gaps between Caucasian and Asian studerts compared
with black and Higpanic students.



In addition, the 2002 Mid- continent Research for Education and Learning National
Geographic Society Alliance Study, commissioned by the Nationa Geographic Society,
found that students of teachers who participated in aliance teacher-devel opment
programs showed “meaningful and gatidicaly sgnificant differencesin achievement”
compared with their peers on the 2000 NAEP Geography Assessment.

The No Child Left Behind Act: Overview

The following guide to under standing the major changes under NCLB has been digested
from a more comprehensive report prepared by the Center on Education Policy (CEP) in
Washington, D.C.

“In January 2002, President Bush signed into law the ‘No Child Left Behind Act.” The
central feature of thislaw requires the states to adopt a specific gpproach to testing and
accountability, intended to lead to higher achievement for dl children. The new law dso
requires sates to raise the qualifications for new teachers and verify the quaifications of
current teachers. In exchange for meeting the new demands, poorer school digtricts will
recelve additiona federd funding, and al states and school digtricts will have greater
flexibility in how they use federd funds,

“Currently, states must administer annud exams in reading/language arts and
mathematics at least once during grades 3to 5; grades 6 to 9; and grades 10to 12. The
new law now requires states to test students in these subjects in more grades, usng
assessments developed or chosen by each state. Test results will be used to hold
educators, schools, and digtricts accountable for student achievement. State tests must be
aigned with the state' s academic standards and must produce results that determine
whether students are mesting the state standards and to help teachers diagnose and
address students' specific academic needs. Disaggregated test results will highlight the
relative achievement levels of mgor racid and ethnic groups, mgor income groups, and
others and will help hold schools accountable for closing the achievement gap between
Africant American and Hispanic students on one hand, and Caucasian and Asan students
on the other.

“States are required to follow a precise timeline to close achievement gaps between
different racid, ethnic, and income groups, and other groups... Beginning after school

year 2001-02, dates have 12 yearsto move dl groups of students to the benchmark set by
the state for proficiency in mathematics and reading. By 2005-06, states must have

highly quaified teachersin dl their public school classrooms where core academic
subjects are taught. The requirements differ somewhat for new and aready-hired
teachers, and for dementary and secondary teachers. Beginning of the school year 2002-
03, dl new teachers hired, whose sdlaries are supported by Title | program funds, must be
highly quaified as will new teachersin school wide programs. By January 8, 2006, al
pargprofessonas supported by Title | funds who perform ingtructiona duties must
complete at least two years of higher education or meet arigorous standard of qudity, as
determined by atest. In exchange for meeting these federa demands, the new law gives
educators more flexibility in the use of federd money.



“The new statute mekes severd changes in the method for digtributing Title | funds, in
order to direct additiond funding to the poorest school digtricts. The new legidation
revises and extends many other federd aid programs for el ementary and secondary
education, including the Bilingua Educeation program, Impact Aid, the Safe and Drug-
Free Schools and Communities Act, the 21st Century Community Learning Centers, and
the education technology program. An especidly noteworthy new program is The
Teacher Qudlity initiative (which combines two formerly separate programs. the
Eisenhower Professond Development program and the class-Sze reduction initiative)
and The Reading First program.”

Developmentsin No Child L eft Behind

As noted earlier, closng achievement gaps between poor/minority sudents and other
gudentsis a prominent feature of the act. Accountability provisions of NCLB require
schoals to show adequate yearly progressin bringing al sudentsto a“proficient” level.

A certain percentage of students from selected subgroups must dso show improvement in
becoming proficient. Some fed the biggest obstacle to these gods is disolacing the
common belief that an inevitable consequence of socid inequality is poor performance.
The 2000 NAEP Assessment of Geography reveded that there is still a noticegble
achievement gap in performance on the assessment by poor/minority students and other
students, though some noticeable progress has been made.

NCLB places new emphasis on using programs that are the product of “scentificaly
based research.” The hope of the U.S. Department of Education isthat education can
become an evidence-based field. While this requirement is il narrowly defined, itisa
prominent feature of most programsin the act. Programs with the most emphasis on this
requirement include mathematics, reading programs, and comprehensive school reform.

The act states that research that is the product of “rigorous, systematic, and objective
procedures to obtain reliable programs and valid knowledge relevant to education
activitiesand programs’ should be used. But the law aso dlows for research that is
“accepted by a peer-reviewed journd or approved by apand of independent experts
through a comparably rigorous, objective, and scientific review.” Ensuring that

geography programs, especidly those related to reading, meet “ scientifically based
research” standards will require specific attention in the near future. (For more
information on these requirements see www.ed.gov/pubs/stratplan2002-07; go to page 59
of the PDF document for information on research.)

One year after becoming alaw, NCLB has drawn praise and criticism dike. While being
heradlded as ambitiousin itsgodls, it is consdered by many to betoo rigid in the
implementation of itsguidelines. For example, NCLB emphasi zes standardized
assessments of achievement as the primary tool for evaluating student success. Schools
must show adequate yearly progress on required assessmentsin reading, mathematics,
and eventudly, science; schools labeled “failing” or “poor performing” must show
enough yearly progress on assessments to escape this designation. Another concernis
that federd requirements may undermine effective locd initiatives. Many educators
believe that they are being told what to do, how to do it, and when it has to be done.



Under NCLB, more than 22 hillion dollars was distributed to school digtricts netionwide
inthe past year. Y et even this amount cannot overcome the economic privation under
which states are |aboring, which further congtrains the options for loca school
adminigtrators. Many schools, in danger of sanctions resulting from being designated as
“faling’ or “poor performing,” may be forced to focus heavily on student performancein
mathematics and reading, often at the expense of other disciplines. These factors put the
future advancement of geography education at risk.

Standing of Geography Within No Child L eft Behind

Geography’sincluson in NCLB begins with the definition of “core academic subjects,”
defined as English, reading or language arts, mathemeatics, science, foreign language,

civics and government, economics, arts, history, and geography. English, reading or
language arts, science, and mathematics are required in state academic standards and
assessments, standards and assessments in the other core subjects are optional. However,
al core subjects must be taught by teachers who are highly qudified (defined as ateacher
who has obtained full state certification, holds at least a bachelor’ s degree, and can
demonstrate competence in the subject matter of the classes he or she teaches).

This limited place for geography within NCL B has serious implications for the discipline.
For example, all other core academic subjects have dedicated program provisons.
Although the specifics vary from program to program, dl core subject programs have two
top priorities: improving the academic achievement of students and providing high

qudity instructors. Emphasisis placed on curriculathat are the product of scientificaly
based research, especidly in mathematics and reading, and partnerships are encouraged,
even required, for some funding. To receive funds, an application must be submitted
based on program requirements; to continue funding, an ingtitution must show proof of
improvement in the academic achievement of its sudents. Below isaliging of dl of the
disciplines for which NCLB has established programs and funding. (For a more detaled

description of these programs see Appendix A).

Program Name

Legislation Reference

Authorized Appropriations

Reading First Titlel, Part B, subpart 1 $900,000,000
Early Reading First Titlel, Part B, subpart 2 $75,000,000
Even Start Title|, Part B, subpart 3 $260,000,000
Improving Literacy Through Libraries Title, Part B, subpart 4 $250,000,000
Science and Mathematics Partnerships Title I1, Part B $450,000,000
Writing (National Writing Project) Title 11, Part C, subpart 2 $15,000,000
Civic Education Title 11, Part C, subpart 3 $30,000,000

Teaching of Traditional American History | Titlell, Part C, subpart 4 Such sums as hecessary
Foreign Language Assistance Program Title 11, Part C, subpart 9 $28,750,000

Physical Education (Not a core
academic subject)

Titlell, Part C, subpart 10

Feds. pay 90% for 1st year,
75% for 2nd, 3rd, et al.

Excdllence in Economic Education

Titlell, Part C, subpart 13

Feds. pay 50% of grants

Artsin Education

Titlell, Part C, subpart 15

Decided on per grant basis

Geography

N/A

N/A




Opportunitiesfor Geography Within No Child L eft Behind

Because the last two decades of reform in education have vasily improved the standing of
geography in the American education system, there are significant opportunities for
geography within certain programs of NCLB, despite the relative lack of attention to the
discipline in the legidation Programs that could be of importance for geography
educators include teacher training and professiona development, advanced placement
incentives, technology education, and grants for assessments and related activities. (For a
comprehendive liging of the programs and grants for which geography educators could

apply, see Appendix B.)

With NCLB governing nationd educeation palicy, influendng state education agencies,
and driving decision-making for didtricts, schools, and teachers, the education system has
traded new levels of accountability and higher sandards in exchange for more loca
flexibility. Thus, work conducted at both nationa and state/local levels has strong
potentia to maximize opportunities available to geography education Some possihilities:

Establish an information campaign to familiarize geography teachers, school
administrators, and the Geography Alliance Networ k with NCLB and the opportunities it
presents.
The geography dliances, state education agencies, universities, and GENIP s congtituents
can begin applying for funds for geography education activities at the national, state, and
locd levels. Doing so would alow geography to work within NCLB asit sands. For
this to be successful, geography educators need to be aware of the opportunities available
to them. Thismay be done by circulating information viathe alliances so that it reaches
all levels of geography education. A document that could be circulated to aliances, titled
“No Geographer Left Behind: An Educator’ s Guide to Geography Education and the No
Child Left Benind Act of 2001,” isincluded for consderation. NCLB programs that
could support geography education:

Student Reading Skills Improvement Grants

Comprehensive School Reform Program

Advanced Placement Incentive Program Grants

Preparing, Training, and Recruiting High Quality Teachers and Principas

Science Partnerships

Trangtion to Teaching Program

Educationa Technology State Grant Program

Ready-to-Learn Televison

Public Charter School Program

Grants for State Assessments and Related Activities

21t Century Community Learning Centers

Amend NCLB to support geography.

Working towards an amendment to the law is something to condder; al other “core
academic subjects’ have specific programs and funding. GENIP might use the guiddines
of these exiding programs to devel op a possible amendment for the support of geography
education at the federa level.



I mprove the quality of geography education pedagogy through training and devel opment
programs to ensure that geography teachers meet the “ highly qualified” requirement.

If geography isto be taught in classrooms across America, then the teachers need to be

highly qudified to teach it, as defined in NCLB. Thisrequires that teachers befully

licensed and have an undergraduate degree in subjects they teach, or an dternative

certification may be achieved though subject matter tests developed by each state. Many
schools will need to ensure their teachers are “highly qudified” to teach geography in

order to meet this requirement by the end of the 2005-06 school yesr.

While gtates ultimately establish performance standards and test students, providing
“highly qudified” teachersis primarily the responshility of local education agencies.

At least 95 percent of federd fundsfilter through local education agencies. Funds are
aso eermarked for “eligible partnerships,” and much of thisfunding is dlotted for
professond development and teacher training.  Thisfunding Structure provides an
opportunity for geography aliances, and other professona organizations working with
geography educators, to produce and train high-quaity geography teachers.

Ensure that student assessments in geography continue, with an updated format to

measure student progress.

Theresults of the NAEP Geography Assessments reved agenerd deficiency of
geographic knowledgein America. The continuance of NAEP assessments can help shed
light on areas of strength and weakness in geography education and keep geography a

part of the national education discussion.

The primary tool for measuring student achievement for NCLB will be mandated state
assessments, which tend to lack geography-related content. NCLB programs will fund

partnerships as states develop student assessments,
providing ancther area of involvement for the
geography community. Ensuring thet geography is
induded in mandated state assessments will require
atention to the subject in the classroom; asthe
saying goes, “what gets tested gets taught.”
Working toward maintaining geography as a
component of socid studies assessments may be
beneficid. (For a comprehensve listing of each
date’ s assessment programs, and contactsin the
date departments of education and nationa test
publishers, see Appendix C.)

Develop a coalition with reading, history, the other
social sciences, and/or science organizations to
better the place of geography in the classroom.

Summary of Policy Options

1. Information campaign for
geography educators

2. NCLB amendment for
geography funding

3. Tap into funding for teacher
development and other
programs.

4. Ensure continuance of
NAEP and other geography
Assessments

5. Align with other subjects

Combining with other disciplines could improve the standing of geography while helping
to prepare students to succeed on mandated assessments in these subjects, especidly

reading and science.




Further Reading and Resour ces

No Child L eft Behind Resour ces

Center on Education Policy

www.ctredpol.org

“From the Capita to the Classroom: State and Federd Efforts to Implement the No Child
Left Behind Act”

The Council of Chief State School Officers
http://mww.ccsso.ora/NA EP2002/introduction.cfm.
Profiles of State Education Systems for Use with NAEP

Education Commission of the States
http://nclb.ecs.org/nclb/
Information on states' compliance with NCLB regulations, links to state NCLB sites

The Education Trust

www.edtrust.org

“ESEA: Myths versus Redlities: Answers to common questions about the new No Child
Left Behind Act”

No Child Left Behind

www.nclb.gov
Information and news on NCLB; NCLB avalladlein its entirety

U.S. Department of Education

www.ed.gov
Information and news on NCLB

U.S. Department of Education (Web ste for parents)

www.nclb.gov/parents/

“What to Know and Where to Go: A Parents Guide to No Child Left Behind, A New Era
in Education,” April 2002

U.S. Department of Education Guide to Education Programs
http://web99.ed.gov/GTEP/program?2.nsf

Assessments

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL)
http://mww.mcrel.org/PDF/ingruction/4007RR_NGS Alliance Study.pdf
“National Geographic Society Alliance Study” June 2002

National Center for Education Statistics
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard
Information on NAEP Assessments




U.S. Department of Education State Comprehensive Testing, Accountability and
Assessment

http://www.eduhound.com/k12daetesting.cfim

Information on assessmentsin al 50 states

Standards

Education Commission of the States
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/39/42/3942.htm

Ligting of states' standards and curriculum frameworks for world history and geography

Nationa Geographic Society
www.nationa geographic.com/education/xpeditions
“Geography for Life: The Nationd Geography Standards 1994”

Grants

U.S. Department of Education

http://bcol 02.ed.gov/CFAPPS/grantaward/search pick.cfm?page=1
Information on annua grants awarded by the U.S. Department of Education




IAppendix A: Core Academic Subject Comparison

The " core academic subjects’ are the focal point of the NCLB legidation. All teechers
must be highly qudlified to teach these subjects, and states are encouraged to adopt
chdlenging academic content and achievement standards in these subjects. Core
academic subjects are defined as English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science,
foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, history, and geography. Each
state is dlowed the freedom to choose those subjects that are to be evaluated in its
standards and assessments.

While geography isincluded as a core academic subject in NCLB, it does not enjoy the
most basic provisions afforded other disciplines. For example, the legidation outlines
specific, funded programs aimed a promoting al core academic subjects except
geography. Below are listed the various programs and their funding streams for
academic subject-gpecific programs. Based on data as of April 2003.

Key to Acronyms

SEAs— State educeationd agencies are the sole educationa agencies of dl public schools
inagiven state.

LEAs— Loca educationa agencies are public boards of education or another public
authority that has adminigrative control over e ementary and secondary schoolsin acity,
county, township, school digtrict, or other political subdivision.

READING OR LANUAGE ARTS

Reading First- Grants for the improvement of reading instruction, academic
achievement in reading, ingructional materials, and skills assessment
Specid Provisons- Reservation of funds for Bureau of Indian Affairs, outlying areas,
Puerto Rico, and the Didtrict of Columbig; funding priority to low-income areas and
schools with poor reading performance
Type of assgance- Formulato SEASs and Discretionary/Compstitive grants to LEAS
Who may apply- SEAs gpply to the Department of Educeation; LEAS apply to SEAs for
sub-grants
Link- http://mww.ed.gov/offices' OESE/readingfirg/index.html
2002 Authorizations- $900,000,000
2002 Appropriations- $361,720,306
Awards Information-Number of new awards anticipated- 56

Average award-$15,500,000

Range of awards-$500,000 to $133,000,000

Early Reading Fir st- Grants for the development of early childhood centers of
development for early language, cognitive, and pre-reading skills, especidly children
from low-income families

Specid Provisons- Six-year grant duration; Secretary of Education may establish a
maximum grant amount; independent eva uation; annua progress report to the Secretary
of Education

Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive grants




Who may apply- LEAS, nonprafit public/priveate organizations, LEASin cooperation with
organizations
Link- http://mww.ed.gov/offices OESE/earlyreading/
2002 Authorizations- $75,000,000
2002 Appropriations- Data not avalade
Awards Information- Number of new awards anticipated- 175
Average award- $425,000
Range of awards- $250,000 to $1,500,000

Even Start- Grantsfor family literacy projects that integrate early childhood education,
adult literacy, parenting education, and interactive parent and child literacy activities.
Specid Provisons-Reservation of funds for migrant sudents, outlying areas, and Indian
tribes, and women in prison with children; family programs, SEAs must maich federd
funds
Type of Assstance- Formulagrantsto SEAS
Who May Apply- SEAs
Link- http://www.ed.gov/offices OESE/CEP/evenstprogresp.htmi
2002 Authorizations- $260,000,000
2002 Appropriations- $238,963,949
Awards Information- Number of new awards anticipated- 52

Average award- $4,300,000

Range of awards- $1,100,000 to $31,000,000

Improving Literacy Through School Libraries- Grantsfor improving school library
media centers and the achievement of the sudents they serve.
Specid Provisons- Reservation of funds for Bureau of Indian Affairs and outlying aress;
one-year grant duration; annua report to the Secretary of Education; independent,
nationd evauations; areport from the Secretary of Education to Congress
Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive Grants to LEAS, Formula Grantsto SEAS
if grants to LEAs exceed $100,000,000
Who May Apply- LEAsinwhich at least 20 percent of students served are from families
below the poverty line; SEAS
Link- http://mwww.ed.gov/officess OESE/L SL/index.htm
2002 Authorizations- $250,000,000
2002 Appropriations- $12,312,500
Awards Information- Number of new awards anticipated- 75

Range of awards- $20,000 to $250,000

National Writing Project- Grantsto improve the qudity of student learning inwriting
and the teaching of writing as alearning process

Specid Provisons- Establish nationd advisory/review board, specific teacher training
programs

Type of Assstance- Noncompetitive grant

Who May Apply- By law grant is made only to the National Writing Project in Berkeley,
Cdifornia

Link- http://Amww.writingproject.org/

10



2002 Authorizations- $15,000,000
2002 Appropriations- $14,000,000
Awards Information- Number of new awards anticipated- O

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Science and M athematics Partner ships- Grants to improve performancein
mathematics and science by encouraging participation in programs that have proven
effective
Specid Provisons- Sub-grants to eigible partnerships required; three year grant duration;
annua report to the Secretary of Education; outlay of fundsisin proportion to sudents
from low-income families
Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive Grants to digible partnerships if funds
appropriated are less then $100,000,000; Discretionary/Competitive grantsto SEAs if
funds appropriated are equal to or exceed $100,000,000 [who provide competitive sub-
grantsto digible partnerships]
Who May Apply-SEAS, indtitutions of higher education, Other Organizations and/or
agencies, to ether the Department of Educetion or to SEAs
Link- http://Mmww.nsf.gov/pubs’2002/nsf02140/nsf02140.htm.
2002 Authorizations- $450,000,000
2002 Appropriations- $12,500,000
Awards Informationt Number of new awards anticipated- 56

Range of awards- $500,000 to $14,000,000

SOCIAL STUDIES

Civic Education- Grants to continue and expand the activities of "We the People ... The
Citizen and the Condtitution"—for the attainment of content standards in civics and
government

Specid Provisons- Very specific program requirements and recommended teacher
traning

Type of Assgance- By law, grant is made to the Center for Civic Education in
Calabasas, Cdifornia

Who May Apply- Center for Civic Education (in Caabasas, Cdifornia)

Link- http://mww.civiced.org/wethepeople.html

2002 Authorizations- $30,000,000

2002 Appropriations- $15,500,000

Awards Information Number of new awards anticipated- 1

Teaching of Traditional American History Program- Grants to raise student
achievement by improving teachers knowledge and understanding of and gppreciation
for U.S. history

Specid Provisons- Must not be taught as a component of socid studies

Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive grants

Who May Apply- LEAs must apply in partnership with one or more of the following:
indtitutions of higher education, nonprofit history or humanities organizations, libraries,
museUms

Link- http://mwww.ed.gov/offices OESE/TAH/
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2002 Authorizations- Such sums as may be necessary

2002 Appropriations- $98,940,450

Awards Information Number of new awards anticipated- 120
Average award- $500,000
Range of awards- $350,000 to $1,000,000

Economic Education- Grants to provide economic/financid literacy among al K-12
students

Specid Provisons- Grant to nonprofit must use 75 percent to award sub-grantsto LEAs
and SEAS; partnerships encouraged; involvement of business community; technica
assistance provided; Secretary of Education must submit progress report to Congress
Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive grants

Who May Apply- Nationa nonprofit educationa organization

Link- http://www.ed.gov/offices| ES

2002 Authorizations- Federal share shdl be 50 percent

2002 Appropriations- $30,675,633

Awards Information Data not available

ELECTIVES

Foreign Language Assistance Program- Grants to pay the federa shareinthe
edtablishment, improvement, or expangon of foreign language study in dementary and
secondary schools
Specid Provisons- Three-year grant period; incentive payment for programsin
elementary schools at the discretion of the Secretary of Education
Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive Grants
Who May Apply- LEAS, SEAS (Elementary schools do not gpply for incentive payments
but are chosen by the Secretary of Education)
Link- http:/Awww.ed.qov/offices OBEM L A/flipfacts.html
2002 Authorizations- $27,500,000
2002 Appropriations- LEAs $7,324,365

SEASs $433,248

Elementary Schools- $6,242,117
Elementary Schools Awards Information Number of new awards anticipated- 150
SEA & LEA Awards Information- No new awards available — (continuations only)

Physical Education- Grants to initiate, expand, and improve physica education
programs for K—12 studentsto help them meet state sandards in physical education
Specid Provisons- Extracurricular sports teams and ROTC cannot be considered part of
any curriculum receiving assstance; private- and home-schooled children may apply;
annua progress report to the Secretary of Education; Secretary of Education must prepare
aprogress report to Congress

Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive Grants

Who May Apply- LEAS, community-based organizations, other organizations and/or
agencies, apply to the Secretary of Education

Link- http:/Aww.ed.gov/offices OESE/SDFS pep.html
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2002 Authorizations- Federa share shall be 90 percent for the first year and 75 percent
each year thereafter
2002 Appropriations- $49,500,000
Awards Information Number of new awards anticipated- 165
Average award- $300,000
Range of awards- $100,000 - $500,000

Artsin Education- Grantsto strengthen art education as an integra part of dl sudents
education; chalenging sandards in and efforts at student competence in the arts
Specid Provisons- Strict requirements on fund usage; should the Secretary of Education
have less than $15,000,000 to award grants, they may be awarded only to the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts and Very Specid Arts, Inc.
Type of Assstance- Discretionary/Competitive grants
Who May Apply- LEAS, nonprofit organizations, partnerships of LEAS and nonprofit
organizations, the Kennedy Center and Very Specid Arts, Inc.
Link- http://mwww.ed.gov/offices OESE/SI P/programs/mip.html
2002 Authorizations: No specific amounts exclusvey for the Arts
2002 Appropriations: $30,463,681
Awards Information: Number of new awards anticipated- 2

Average award- $5,500,000

Note; For more specific information on funding and program descriptions, see Public
Law 107-110, the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
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IAppendix B: Opportunities for Geography Educators|

The mgor programs of No Child Left Behind offer opportunities for support of
geography education. These 11 programs present a unigue opportunity for geography to
fit into the NCLB framework asit stands. If necessary, contact loca education agencies
in your sate or the U.S. Department of Education for more informeation about grant
programs, applications, and deadlines.

GENIP sandyss of these 11 NCLB program aress provides the following information
(based on data as of April 2003):

? Program title and a brief overview of the program

? Opportunities for geography educators

? Who may apply

? Appropriations and authorizations of grant funds

? Award information

? Type of assistance authorized by NCLB

? Program contacts in the U.S. Department of Education

? Legiddtive reference
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STUDENT READING SKILLSIMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Student Reading Skills Improvement Grants are designed to emphasi ze the importance of
reading in academic achievement and to ensure that al students achieve grade-leve
reading ability by the third grade. Loca Education Agencies (LEAS) receiving funds
under the Reading First Program are required to create and maintain programs,
professond development, and materials that allow student accessto engaging reading
materids. Improving Literacy Through School Libraries alows for the expansion and
improvement of school libraries and media centers by providing access to up-to-date
schoal library materids, well-equipped media centers, and well-trained and certified
library media specidigts.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. These programs provide the opportunity to
develop and disseminate invigorating reading materias related to geography. For
example, the National Council for Geographic Education provides an online catalog of
their education products, and the Association of American Geographers has developed
ARGUS and ARGWorld. Also, National Geographic produces educationd reading
materids and has funded, for example, a program in Arizona that uses geography
reading materias to help prepare students for mandated state literacy exams. LEAs may
enter into partnerships with universities, a private nonprofit or for-profit professond
development provider, avolunteer organization, or a school/public library.

Who May Apply: For Reading First programs, LEAs apply to state education agencies
for sub-grants. Library program applicantsapply to the Secretary of Education if totd
yearly appropriations are less than 100 million dollars; if not they apply to their SEA.

2002 Appropriations: Reading Firg- $361,720,306. Library Improvement- $12,312,500
2003 Authorizations: Reading Firgt- $900,000,000. Library Improvement- $250,000,000

Grant Duration: Reading First — not more that 6 years. Library Improvement- 1 year.

Number of New Awards Anticipated: Reading Firg- 56. Library Improvement- 75
Range of Awards: Reading Firgt- $500,000 to $133,000,000. Library Improvement-
$20,000 to $250,000

Type of Assistance: Reading First — Formula grantsto states. Improving Literacy
Through School Libraries — Discretionary/competitive grants to LEAs

Program Contacts. The office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthese
programs. Reading First — Christopher Doherty at reading.first@ed.gov or (202) 401-
4877. Website- http:/mwww.ed.gov/offices OESE/readingfirst/index.html. Improving
Literacy Through School Libraries— Margaret McNedly at margaret. mcnedly@ed.gov or
(202) 260-1335. Website- hitp://mww.ed.gov/offices OESE/L S /index.html.

Legidation Reference: The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 — Title I, Part B, subparts
land4
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COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL REFORM PROGRAM

Funding under this program is meant to aid in the devel opment, acceptance, and
implementation of comprehensive school reforms.  All measures taken with funding

under this program must be based on reliable research and work toward the improvement
in academic achievement of al sudentsthat it serves. Sub-grant priority goes to schools
that are in need of improvement and that can demondirate that they are committed to
implementing and maintaining reform.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. The key for this program isthat it provides
an opportunity for a document such as Geography for Lifeto find a place in school
reform. Illinais, for example, used Geography for Life asthe bassfor aset of 54
aternative geography assessments, which are now used in school improvement
programs. The emphasis of this program is on setting measurable gods for sudents and
providing professona development for teachers and saff; it alows for the involvement
of high-quality external support from an entity experienced in school-wide reform and
improvement. Many states have been successful in implementing the Nationd
Geography Standards, but the subject continues to receive less atention than other
subjects. Such modes as Geography for Life can aid schools in the reforms they seek
for the improvement of academic achievement.

Additiond materidsto ad in school reform include the Journal of Geography,
published by NCGE, providing an opportunity for educators to present results from
teaching and research that advance understanding and practice of geographic education.
The contents include articles on ingtructional approaches, research results, lesson plans
and teaching activities, book reviews, maps, computer software, and other digital
products.

Who May Apply: Sate education agencies apply to Secretary of Education for formula
grants. Local education agencies apply to state education agencies on behalf of schools.

2002 Appropriations: $296,750,000
2003 Authorizations: $310,000,000

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 57
Range of Awards: $133,946 to $40,061,954

Type of Assistance: Formulagrants to state education agencies
Program Contacts. The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthis

program. Program Coordinator — Carmen Lopez at carmen.lopez@ed.gov or (202) 205-
4292. Website — hitp://www.ed.gov/officess OESE/compreforny .

L egislation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001 — Titlel, Part F, & Title
V, Part D
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM GRANTS

Funds provided under the AP Incentive Program are made available to raise educationd
achievement and standards, encourage more students in AP programs to take the exams,
build upon the benefits of AP programs, and increase availability of, participation in, and
access to the AP program. Grant priority is given to services helping low-income students
and schools increase their access to and participation in online AP programs; to entities
with the ability to match funds; and to those who intend to involve business and
community organizations.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Participation in this program by state
geography aliances, for example, could provide vauable resources, materids, and
teacher training in hopes of increasing the quaity of and participation in the AP Human
Geography coursein an dliance' s sate. (Participation in this course rose from 3,272 in
2001 to 5,286 in 2002, and it continues to rise each year.) Some dliances currently
working to help students and teachers prepare for the AP Human Geography course
include Colorado, Minnesota, Virginia, Utah, Oklahoma, and South Dakota. Federa
funding can be used to support these types of programs. School administrators can find
information and inquire about adding the AP Human Geography course at
http://apcentral .collegeboard.com. Activities under this program include teacher
training, pre-AP course development, preparation for younger students to enter the AP
program, books and supplies, online AP course development, and other related
activities.

Who May Apply: Sate and local education agencies and national nonprofit educational

entities with expertise in advanced placement services should apply to the Secretary of
Education

2002 Appropriations: $22,000,000
2003 Authorizations: Such sums as may be necessary

Grant Duration: A period of not more than 3 years

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 5-15
Range of Awards: $100,000 to $600,000

Type of Assistance: Discretionary/competitive grants to eigible entities.
Program Contacts. The Office of Innovation and Improvement oversees this program.

Program Coordinator — Madeline Baggett at madeline.baggett@ed.qgov or (202) 260-
2502. Website — http:/AMww.ed.gov/offices OESE/SI P/programs/apip.html.

L egislation Reference: The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 — Titlel, Part G
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PREPARING, TRAINING, AND RECRUITING HIGH QUALITY
TEACHERSAND PRINCIPALS

Funds under this program are appropriated for training, hiring, and retaining high quality
teachers. Provided under this program are the means to certify quaified individuals from
other professond fields, attract teachers from a broad range of subjects, and to create
profess ona-development opportunities. An authorized strategy to accomplish these
godsisto provide financid incentives to attract individuas in subjects lacking highly
quaified teechers. Section 1119 under Title | requiresthat by the 2005-06 school year
al teacher in core academic subjects mugt be highly qudified.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Opportunities for geography are plentiful
under this program. Teacher training, recruiting, and hiring are areas that geography
needs to focus on to ensure that the requirements of NCLB are met. Past grants have
tended to go to indtitutions of higher education. Such grants have gone to education
departments a universities where geography programs exit, including the Univeraity of
Deaware and the Univergty of Hawaii-Manoa. Cross-departmenta collaboration may
be possible at these indtitutions and others. Teacher-development programs are operated
and funded through state geographic aliances and include workshops and short courses
taught by college professors. Entities eigible for federad funding under this program
include nonprofit educational organizations, inditutions of higher education, a school of
arts and sciences, educationa service agencies, nonprofit cultura ingtitutions,
businesses, and teacher organizations.

Who May Apply: State education agencies apply to the Secretary of Education for
formulagrants. Local education agencies apply to the SEA for formulasub-grants. 2.5
percent of total state grants go to State Agencies for Higher Education as formulagrants
from the SEA; State Agencies for Higher Education award competitive grants to
institutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations.

2002 Appropriations: $2,850,000,000
2003 Authorizations: $3,175,000,000

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 52
Range of Awards: $1,588,000 to $332,200,000

Type of Assistance: Formula grants to state education agencies
Program Contacts: The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthis

program. Program Coordinator — Robert Stonehill at robert.stonehill @ed.gov or (202)
260-9737. Website — http://www.ed.qov/offices OESE/SI P/programs/epdp.html.

L egidation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001 — Title I, Part A
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SCIENCE PARTNERSHIPS

Funding under this program is designed to improve the stature and status of the teaching
of science. This program aso encourages indtitutions of higher education to take amore
active role in the improvement of elementary and secondary science teaching and to
ensure that the development of these teachersis a career-long process. Additiona
aspirations are to bring students and teachers into more contact with professiona
scientists and to develop of a more rigorous science curriculum.  This program aso
includes mathematics partnerships.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Working with scientific ingtitutions
provides many opportunities to train physical geography teachers and work with Earth
scientists and physical geographers. For example, the American Association of
Geographers, funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF), the U.S.—Japan
Foundation, and the Japan Foundation’ s Center for Global Partnership, has crested
Activities and Readings in the Geography of the United States (ARGUS) and World
(ARGWorld). This project, which produced print materias and an interactive CD, was
crested to offer high-quality geography teaching materids at the lowest cost. Nationd
Geographic is a'so working on a project funded by the NSF, caled CRITTERCAM.
Under thisNCLB program partnerships may be established with engineering,
mathematics, science, and teacher-training departments a inditutions of higher
education; businesses; or with for-prafit/nonprofit organizations that have demonstrated
effectiveness in improving the quaity of math and science teachers. Current funding

and partnerships are granted, in large part, to science departments a mgjor universities.

Who May Apply: Sate education agencies apply to Secretary of Education for formula
grants and €ligible partnerships apply to the state education agency for discretionary/
competitive sub-grantsif tota appropriations exceed 100 million dollars; if they do not
exceed 100 milliondollars, digible partnerships apply directly to the Secretary of Ed

2002 Appropriations: $12,500,000

2003 Authorizations: $450,000,000 (2003 appropriations will exceed $100,000,000)

Grant Duration: 3 years

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 56
Range of Awards: $500,000 to $14,000,000

Type of Assistance: Formulagrants to state education agencies in any year when funds
appropriated are equa to or in excess of $100,000,000. Discretionary/Competitive grants
to digible partnerships if funds appropriated are less than $100,000,000.

Program Contacts: The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthis
program. Program Coordinator — Pat O'Connell Ross at patricia.ross@ed.gov or (202)
260-7813. Website — http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2002/nsf02140/nsf02140.htm.

L egislation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001 — Tilell, Part B
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TRANSITION TO TEACHING PROGRAM

This program has been established to recruit and retain highly qudified mid-career
professionas, paraprofessonds, and recent college graduates to teach in high-need
schools. This program aso encourages the establishment of aternative routes for teacher
certification under programs that would be gpproved by the sate. This programis
operated at and grants funding at the nationa/regiond, Satewide, and local levels.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Most grants under this section go to
inditutions of higher education and individual school ditricts. Currently the University
of Oregon isworking to creste a training program for geography teachers through a
joint venture between its College of Education and the Department of Geography. On
the same note, 2002 grants were given, at al leves, to universities where geography
departments exist, such as Ohio State, Illinois State University, the Univerdty of
Georgia, and Texas A&M. Cross-departmenta collaboration may be possible at these
indtitutions and others. Entities involved in this program provide financid incentives to
eligible participants (not more than $5,000 per participant); provide for pre- and post-
placement support activities, ensuring that teachers are placed in their respective fidds,
collaborating with inditutions of higher education; and developing along-term strategy.

Who May Apply: Local education agencies (LEA), state education agencies, for-profit
organizations, education service centers, nonprofit organizations with expertisein
teacher recruitment, and partnerships or consortiums apply to the Secretary of Education
for grants. Non-LEA gpplicants need aletter of support from an LEA, which agreesto

hire the recruits as teachers.

2002 Appropriations: $35,000,000
2003 Authorizations: $150,000,000 (for dl of Titlell, Part C)

Grant Duration: 5 years

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 8-10 nationd/regiond; 37 statewide; 60 local.
Range of Awards: $3,000,000 to $1,200,000 national; $150,000 to $600,000 state;

$50,000 to $400,000 loca

Type of Assistance: Discretionary/competitive grantsto digible entities

Program Contacts: The Office of Innovation and Improvement oversees this program.

Program Coordinator — Thedma Leenhouts at _thelma.leenhouts@ed.gov or (202) 260-
0223. Website — http://www.ed.gov/offices OESE/SI P/programg/ttt.ntml.

L egidation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001 — Title I1, Part C, Subpart
1, Chapter B
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EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY STATE GRANT PROGRAM

The Enhancing Education Through Technology program was developed to improve the
academic achievement of students through the use of technology and to ensure thet all
students are technologicaly literate by the eighth grade. The god of this project isto
enhance and improve in-class ingtruction of the core academic subjects. Thiswill be
done through the integration of technology with teecher training and curriculum
development and by establishing research-based indructiona methods that can be widely
employed.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators: This program provides a wonderful
opportunity for technology such as GIS, remote sensing, and cartography to be
introduced at the eementary and secondary levels. In November 2002, on GIS day, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Coasta Services Center introduced
GIS technology to nearly 300 high school studentsin South Carolina. Over 500
Kentucky high school students were also introduced to GIS viaa PlaNet GIS
partnership. Environmental Systems Research Indtitute (ESRI), the world' s leading
provider of GIS software, will be introducing new software, ArcGlobe, which may be
used in the future to produce education materias related to GIS, mapping, satellite
imagery, et a. GISin Schools, published as a book and CD-Rom by ESRI, provides an
introduction to and lesson plansfor GIS in dementary and secondary classrooms.

Local ectivities gpproved under thisNCL B program consist of the support of

continuing, sustained profess ond-devel opment programs and public-private
partnerships. Funds can be used to improve academic achievement and for the
acquisition of curriculathat integrate technology and are designed to meet chalenging
state academic standards.

Who May Apply: Sate education agencies gpply to the Secretary of Education for
formulagrants. Local education agencies gpply to the state education agency for sub-
grants.

2002 Appropriations. $615,880,907
2003 Authorizations: $1,000,000,000

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 57
Range of Awards: $434,491 to $85,100,541

Type of Assistance: Formula grants to states. At least 95 percent of funds are distributed
as sub-grantsto loca school digtricts on acompetitive basis.

Program Contacts: The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthis
program. Program Coordinator — Jenelle Leonard at jenelle.leonard@ed.gov or (202)
401-0039. Website — http://www.ed.gov/offices OESE/SST/edtech.html.

L egidation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001 — Title I1, Part D, subparts
land 2
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READY-TO-LEARN TELEVISION

Grants under the Ready-to-Learn Tdevison program are awarded to fund digible entities
to develop, produce, and digtribute educationa video programming. Grantees should so
be able to facilitate development of these materids through contracts with producers of
children’s and family educationd programming. The program aso stipulates that the
development of programming and digital content must contain Ready-to-Learn children’s
materials. Products developed and funded under this program must be available to a
broad audience, contain the appropriate materias, and mantain the nature of the

nonprofit entity thet is developing them.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Current projects in geography-related
educationd televison include the NASA Educationd Teevison products for sudents
which produce web- and video-based productions teaching kids about geography,
science, technology, and math to help explain everyday phenomena of our world (see
http://education.nasa.gov/students4.html). PBS produces The Power of Place:
Geography for the 21 Century. Teachers can use the National Geographic Today TV
seriesfor classroom ingruction; and the Nationa Geographic Society produces
educational TV programs on aproject basis. Nonprofits could coordinate with such
developers of children’s programming as Kidsnet and Cable in the Classroom. The
Ready-to-Learn Teevison grants are a good opportunity for geography education that
Isinnovative and exciting for dementary students. The 2002 grant was given to PBS,
the creators of Ready-to-Learn Television (see http://pbskids.org/readytolearn). All
projects funded by this program must contain materials from Ready-to-Learn.
Programming messages from PBSinclude: Go Find Out! Reed It! Try It Out!

Who May Apply: Nonprofit organizations that can develop and distribute educationa
and ingructiond television programming for preschool and dementary schoal children
and can contract with the producers of children’ steevison programming to develop
educationa televison programming for preschool and éementary school children apply
to the Secretary of Education for grants.

2002 Appropriations: $22,000,000
2003 Authorizations: Such sums as may be necessary

Number of New Awards Anticipated: None. Fundsin 2002 supported continuation
awards. There are no current grant competitions. The next competition will be FY 2005.
Range of Awards: N/A

Type of Assistance: Discretionary/competitive grants
Program Contacts. The Office of Innovation and Improvement oversees this program.

Program Coordinator — Joe Caliguro at joseph.caiguro@ed.gov or (202) 219-1596.
Website — http://mwww.ed.gov/offices OERI/ECI/rtltv.html.

L egislation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001-Title I1, Part D, Subpart 3
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PuBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Grants under this program are for theinitia development and implementation of charter
schools, assessments of their effectiveness; expanding the number of charter schoals;
professiona development of aff; acquiring equipment, maerids, and supplies,
acquiring and developing curriculum materias; and aiding new and developing charter
schools. Charter schools are given a high degree of autonomy. Not al states have
established charter school laws.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators. Promoting additiona geography curricula
in charter schoolsisimportant. Currently, the National Geographic Society is providing
grant support to the Knowledge I's Power Program (KIPP) charter schools as they
integrate more geography into their curricula. Charter schools often foster strong
relationships with universties, museums, and nonprofit organizations, et a. to bolster
their programs. Some schools are completely funded by these types of organizations. It
may even be possible to establish charter schools based entirely around geography.

Who May Apply: Sate education agencies may goply to the Secretary of Educationif
their state has a charter school law. After SEAs receive awards, they make competitive
grantsto charter schools. If an eligible SEA chooses not to compete for funding, then
charter schoolsin that state may apply directly to the Secretary.

2002 Appropriations: $200,000,000
2003 Authorizations: $300,000,000

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 10-12 for SEAS; 30-50 for others.
Range of Awards. $500,000 to $5,000,000 for SEAs; $25,000 to $150,000 for others.

Type of Assistance: Discretionary/competitive grants
Program Contacts: The Office of Innovation and Improvement oversees this program.

Program Coordinator — Dean Kern at dean.kern@ed.qgov or (202) 205-9178. Website —
http://www.ed.gov/offices OESE/SI P/programs/pcsp.html .

L egislation Reference: The No Child Left behind Act of 2001-Title V, Part B, Subpart 1
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GRANTSFOR STATE ASSESSMENTSAND RELATED ACTIVITIES

Grants under this section are awarded to states to pay the development cost of additiona
assessments and standards that are required under Title I, section 1111(b). If the Sate
standards have aready been established, the grant awards are to be used in the
development of assessments that are correlated to the State standards. This includes the
refinement of assessment programs to ensure their continued alignment with state
gandards and the professiona development of teachersin these aress.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators: The requirements of funds that are made
available under this subpart enable a state, or a codlition of states, to enter into
partnershipsin the development of their State assessments; and to alow the state to
continudly improve upon their assessments and ensure they are aligned with the state's
gandards. Illinois provides for 54 dternative assessments in geography that teachers

can use as apart of their school improvement program in grades K—12. Teachers are
encouraged to use these assessments to measure student achievement in thisareaand as
examples for developing additiona items. The Web ste for the Nationd Council for
Geographic Education provides sample geography assessments. Currently, Nevada and
New Mexico are remodeling their statewide assessments; and Oklahoma, Oregon,
Massachusetts, and Maine are developing high school exit exams. State dliance
participation in these processes could lead to the inclusion of a geography section or
questions. Eligible entities for partnerships include indtitutions of higher education,

research indtitutions, or other organizations. Inclusion in mandated state exams, aswell

as nationd assessments, will ensure that geography remainsin the classroom. See
Appendix C for a chart of the standardized testsbeing used in all 50 statesto serveasa
reference for involvement in this program. Contact information is given for publishers
of nationwide tests (but not for state-specific tests) and to state Departments of
Education.

Who May Apply: State education agencies and outlying areas apply to the Secretary of
Education for formulagrants. Local education agencies apply to the SEA for sub-grants.
For this program, it will be important to work closdy with your local education agency.

2002 Appropriations: $385,000,000
2003 Authorizations: $490,000,000

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 56
Range of Awards: $1,900,000 to $47,000,000

Type of Assistance: Formula grants to state education agencies
Program Contacts: The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education oversees these

programs. Thereis no specific Program Coordinator listed for this program. Contact the
OESE at (202) 401-0113. Webste- http://www.ed.gov/offices OESE/

L egidation Reference: The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001-TitleVI, Part A, Subpart
1
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21°" CENTURY COMMUNITY L EARNING CENTERS

Funding under this program is provided so that children will have the opportunity for
academic enrichment services. Programs should offer an assortment of services,
including but not limited to tutorid services, mentoring services, and technology
education programs with an emphagis on improving academic achievement in the core
academic subjects (although math and reading are stressed more than the others).
Services funded under this program should dso be available to the families of sudents
sarved. Grant priority is given to gpplicants who propose to serve students from poor-
performing schools and to gpplications jointly submitted by alocal education agency
recaiving Title |, Part A funds and ancther digible entity.

Opportunitiesfor Geography Educators: The activities funded under this program
could alow the aliances and other geography organizationsto get involved in
extracurricular activities, such as the work of Y outh Radio with teens on researching
current events, writing and presentation skills, and community activism. It might be
possible to integrate exiging technology and after-school programs, such as the ESRI
and NCGE GIS workshops, into these extracurricular activities. Also, the Nationd
Geographic Education Foundation is supporting nonprofits to provide after-school
training to students. Programs related to geography could be funded under this
program; especialy those that strive to improve sudents academic achievement, help

poor-performing school improve, and work in tandem with local education agencies.

Who May Apply: Sate education agencies apply to the Secretary of Education for
formulagrants. Local education agencies, community organizations, another public or
private entity, or aconsortium of 2 or more of these gpply to the state education agency in
loca grant competitions.

2002 Appropriations: $1,000,000,000
2003 Authorizations: $1,500,000,000

Grant Duration: Not less than 3 years and not more than 5 years

Number of New Awards Anticipated: 57
Range of Awards: $359,000 to $41,500,000

Type of Assistance: Formula grants to SEAS, who manage statewide competitions and
award grantsto loca organizations

Program Contacts: The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education overseesthis
program. Program Coordinator — Amanda Clyburn at amanda.clyburn@ed.gov or (202)
260-0919. Website — http://www.ed.gov/21stccldl.

L egidation Reference: The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 — Title IV, Pat B
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IAppendix C: State Assessments and Geography/ Social Studies Standards|

Under No Child Left Behind, the mgor process by which students' academic
achievement is messured is through standardized assessments and testing. NCLB
currently requires yearly testing in reading/language arts and mathematics at least once
during grades 3-5, grades 6-9, and grades 10-12. Assessment of science will be added
to this requirement in 2007-08. Results will be used to hold schools accountable for
student achievement and for closing the achievement gaps between mgor racid, ethnic,
and income groups. (For more information on these requirements see page 2 of this

report or www.nclb.gov/).

Other than the required assessments in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science,
states are free to choose which subjects to assess on ayearly basis. To assessagiven
subject, the state must have adopted content and achievement standards for that subject.
Currently, al states except two have established standards for geography, but only 33
gatesinclude geography or socid studiesin their exams. The top three norm-referenced
tests dl include socid studies, but these are used in only 21 states. Of the 22 states that
require an exam for high school graduation, only seven include geography or socid
dudies. Also, only eght states require a geography class for high school graduation, and
only two of these are stand-aone geography courses (the others are a history/geography
COUrse).

States adopt exams provided by nationa test publishers or produced specificaly for thet
dtate, or acombination of thetwo. Normally, tests such as the Stanford 9 and lowa tests
are norm-referenced (used to compare students to each other nationwide), and state-
specific tests are criterion-referenced (correlated to state academic standards and test
whether students have mastered a body of knowledge). The fallowing chart isaliging of
each state’ s assessment system.  The chart includes the following information (based on
dataas of April 2003)

- Links to the stat€' s Department of Education Web ste

- Standardized testsin use

- Gradesin which the tests are administered and whether or not a geography/socid
dudiesis tested

- Whether or not the state requires a high school graduation exam and whether or not it
tests for geography/socid studies

- Socid studies credit requirements to graduate from high schoal in that state

- Whether or not a geography course is included the socid studies requirements

- Contacts for nationd test publishers
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